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“ALL LIVING THINGS OF THE EARTH ARE ONE”

Guam Environmental Protection Agency
Board of Director’s Meeting, 
January 19, 4:00 p.m.
Main Office Conference Room


MINUTES


I. Call to Order:	Chairman Robert Perron called the Board of Director’s meeting to order at 4:25 pm. 
Pres
ent were:  Robert Perron-Chairman, Bill Nault, Ann Roth, Victor Zhou, Jerome Rocco and Florida Sanchez. (Terry Brooks-Vice Chairman not present).

Guam EPA Staff: Ivan Quinata-Administrator, Jesse Cruz, Connie Aflleje, Don Quinata, Walter Leon Guerrero, Sabrina Sablan, Margaret Aguilar, Vincent Pereira, Roland Gutierrez, Tammy Jo Taft, and Maria Duenas.
 

II. Approval of Agenda:
Director Roth made a motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Director Nault. All voted in favor and the motion passed. (Jerome Rocco and Terry Brooks-Vice Chairman not present).

III. Approval of Minutes:
Director Roth made a motion to approve the Minutes, seconded by Director Nault. All voted in favor and the motion passed. (Jerome Rocco and Terry Brooks-Vice Chairman not present).

IV. Confirmation of the Board Secretary:
Director Roth made a motion to approve Maria Duenas as Board Secretary, seconded by Director Sanchez. All voted in favor and the motion passed. (Terry Brooks-Vice Chairman not present). Chairman states that he will sign documents for the Department of Administration pertaining to position as Board Secretary.

V. Administrator’s Report:
I. OPERATIONS REPORT – 
Administrator introduces Happy Rons, Assistant Attorney General, assigned by the Attorney General’s Office to provide a legal counsel to the Guam EPA.

The PIO continues to provide media releases (copies provided in packet). Guam EPA website is running with information and forms from the different divisions in the agency, along with Guam EPA facebook, twitter, and utube.

Guam EPA continues to address the court order to investigate illegal dump sites within the 3 mile radius of the Ordot Dump and Guam EPA continues to submit bi-weekly reports (copies provided in packet) to the AG’s Office for submittal to the court. As noted in the report, Leo Palace has been actively engaged in cleaning up the trash that was illegally dumped on their property and has put up fences and barricades in these areas and Lujan’s has requested for extension to complete required corrective actions on their NOV/OC. Guam EPA continues to contact property owners at the other illegal dump sites.

Marcy Katzin, USEPA Region IX, Pesticide Project Officer, visited Guam to conduct Program Review from January 9 -13, 2012 and to provided training with Guam EPA  to 35 Guam Customs and Quarantine Officers. The Pesticide Program is being recognized by USEPA on its training program on pesticide safety for Housekeeping and Janitorial workers.

USEPA has granted the Agency $25,000 to update, upgrade, and purchase new equipment for the Radon Lab.  Funding was garnered through a request at the all-state National Radon Conference in Orlando, Florida that Mr. Peter Cruz and the Administrator attended.  The Administrator stated there will be a deployable RadNet Monitoring Unit by next month. The unit will be stored for emergencies.  Guam Coastal Zone Management, Bureau of Statistics, and Plans, and Guam EPA are finalizing the MOU for a $50,000 sub-grant to Guam EPA for assistance.

Household Hazardous Waste-The request for proposal ended January 6. Two proposals were received and submitted from the Evaluation Committee and notified of the top ranked company.

Zero Waste Project – Matrix Design Group, Contractor, is coordinating a visioning meeting for February 7, 2012.

Recycling Measurement Meeting – USEPA is coordinating a conference call on January 24, 2012 to share ideas and data on recycling activities from various stakeholders for rates.

The GRRP MSWLF Operating Permit comment period ended December 13, 2011. Comments (copies provided in packet) have now been complied and responses to those comments will be provided. All responses will be provided no later than February 29, 2012.

II. NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS/COMPLIANCE ORDER
Joseph Taitano NOV/OC – Administrative penalty order was issued (copy in packet) and sent via certified mail to Mr. Taitano and Attorney Van De Veld on January 4, 2012 and no return receipt has been received from Guam EPA at this time.
Department of the Navy NOV/OC – A letter (copy in packet) was received from the Dept of the Navy inquiring on the status of their appeal. Administrator states that the Board  in April had stated to continue working with the Navy and Guam EPA continues to work with them. The Navy submitted a permit application and Guam EPA provided a comment and not received a response back from the Dept. of the Navy.  The Navy is now inquiring if their request for appeal was addressed by the board. Director Roth had asked if the letter has been answered and Administrator stated that Guam EPA has been working with the Navy but they didn’t respond until the letter came in that stated what happen to the appeal. Chairman had stated so their defense is the 120 day rule, that the Navy did submit an application that was never acted on. Vince Pereira stated that the Navy’s permit has been expired since 1999 and has not been renew since.  Guam EPA cited the Navy in January 2011 and a response from the Navy was received in February 2011.  Vince stated that the Navy did submit a application in May 2011 but application was not complete due to the Navy not submitting a fee. Guam EPA had notified the Navy and the Navy came back on June 3, 2011 and made a payment of $250.00. In July 15, 2011 Guam EPA had made a packet for the Navy to do there permit.  Guam EPA had transmitted a copy of the Navy’s application to Region 9 for review. Guam EPA had a consultation with Region 9 pertaining to the Navy’s permit and Guam EPA consolidated the comments and transited it to the Navy on October 3, 2011. No response has been received from the Navy for the comments from Guam EPA and USEPA. December 19, 2011 a letter was received from the Navy concerning there appeal. Mr. Pereira stated that he recommends the Board need to listen to the Navy’s appeal and to make a recommendation and to let the Navy know that it is a Notice of Violation to not have a permit and run a facility.  Administrator states that Guam EPA has been trying to work with the navy and explains that when a Notice of Violation is issued the receiver has a option to accept or appeal and in the Navy’s defense form, they appealed the violation.  Chairman states that a hearing should take place pertaining to this matter and Director Roth states that a attorney should look over this matter and see what should take place. Mr. Pereira told the board that he would provided the comments regarding this matter. 
· Director Nault made a motion to schedule an appeal hearing for the Navy on the next scheduled board meeting, seconded by Director Rocco. 

Other NOV/OC – Please refer to the list provided by Mr. Pereira (provided in packet).  
Joseph Taitano  NOV/OC – Letter was sent out via certified mail on January 5, 2012 to Mr. Taitano and Attorney Curtis Van De Veld. Return receipt has not been received by Guam EPA. 
Best Towing and Truck Services – Ms. Sabrina Sablan mentioned about a lady that is calling every other month concerning Best Towing’s NOV/OC and Ms. Sablan tells her that the issue is down at the AG’s office.  Mr. Pereira had stated that to his understanding the ASO of Guam EPA was suppose to transmit a letter to the AG’s office for the status pertaining to Best Towing and Truck Services NOV/OC. Chairman asked if the NOV was issued with the Administrative fine and Mr. Pereira stated that the NOV has been issued but not the administrative fine. Chairman asked if that’s what should be done and Mr. Pereira replied that the NOV was submitted after NOV was transferred to the AG’s office.  Mr. Pereira stated that Attorney May went to the site as well and Guam EPA hasn’t heard anything from Attorney May since. Chairman states that Guam EPA need to ask Attorney May the status on the Best Towing and Truck Services NOV. Chairman states that a letter needs to be done from Guam EPA to the AG’s office concerning this matter.  Administrator states that Guam EPA will contact Attorney May and find out the status of this matter and do the Administrative order.  All other NOV’s was passed on to the AG’s office and will be taken cared of as per Mr. Pereira.
III. CONSENT DECREE
a) The Receiver is continuing the investigation phase for Closure of the Ordot Dump.
b) Temporary Cover System – A proposed temporary cover system was provided by the Receiver and evaluated by USEPA. The purpose of the temporary cover system is to prevent the leachate generation from stormwater while the final closure plan is in the design phase.
c) Additional activities and descriptions are provided in the Consent Decree Status Report provided in packet.
IV. FINANCIAL REPORT (FY2012)
The Draft FY2013 Budget for local funds was provided to BBMR on January 6, 2012.  The financial status in our budget Guam EPA has revenues totaling $5,614,578 and operating expenses & O/S encumbrances totaling $938,734, the balance deficit being $4,675,844.  Grant reimbursement request is totaling $704,288.01 and total reimbursement is totaling $471,439.03. Administrator stated that the ASO reported that Guam EPA just received a total of $704,288.01 by the late afternoon.

Guam EPA received a plaque from the Guam International Airport Authority.
 
 (A copy of the Administrator’s report and other reports are available with the Board Secretary upon appointment.)

*Director Rocco thanked Guam EPA  for the great job on the accident site in Adelup.  

*Director Rocco made a motion to revoke the motion to schedule an appeal hearing for the Navy and to invite the Navy for the regular Board Meeting, seconded by Director Roth.

VI. Next Meeting Date/Adjournment
The Chairman stated the next regular board meeting date will be on the 23rd of February 2012, at 4:00 pm.

Director Rocco made a motion to adjourn the meeting and seconded by Director Roth.  All voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 5:36 pm.
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