FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Governor Leon Guerrero signs Executive Order
2020-42, Abandoned Derelict Vessel Removal Group established
December 9, 2020 (Tiyan, Guam) – Governor Lou Leon Guerrero signs Executive Order 2020-42 relative to
establishing the Guam Abandoned Derelict Vessels (ADV) Removal Group as part of the Administration’s larger
environmental initiative, which includes the Zero Waste Working Group and the Guam Green Growth (G3)
Framework.
Based on a 2003 study conducted by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), there are
approximately thirty-one (31) vessels identified and surveyed on Guam that require removal. Fourteen (14) of these
vessels are considered critical and have been identified as first priority for removal.
ADVs are a major problem for Guam because they can become navigational hazards and pose significant threats to
commercial and natural resources. Their physical presence can destroy sensitive marine and coastal habitats, sink or
move during storms, disperse oil and toxic chemicals still on board, and become a source of marine debris.
According to the 2003 study, the ADVs posed some risk to public health due to potential slips and falls as well as
exposure to rusted, jagged steel by the public climbing on the vessels. Submerged vessels are also potential entrapment
hazards for swimmers.
“As we continue to battle the COVID-19 pandemic, we cannot forget our responsibility as stewards of our environment
to ensure we do not leave our future generations with an island that is beyond fixing. The creation of the ADV Working
Group is part of this Administration's commitment to addressing the growing environmental challenges,” said
Governor Lou Leon Guerrero.
“Out of sight does not mean out of mind. For years, our local agencies have been working on solving this dangerous
and damaging problem with federal partners. Executive Order 2020-42 formalizes their work and ensures this issue is
solved sooner rather than later,” said Lieutenant. Governor Josh Tenorio.
The members of the Guam ADV Removal Group include officials from the Guam Environmental Protection Agency
(GEPA), the Bureau of Statistics and Plans (BSP), and the Guam Department of Agriculture (DOAg).
GEPA, Joint Region Marianas (JRM), and Commander, Logistics Group Western Pacific Task Force 73 (CTF73)
Salvage Team have been working alongside a host of local and federal partners over the past several years to identify
and remove Abandoned and Derelict Vessels (ADVs) in and around the island of Guam. The first removal attempt
resulted in three (3) ADVs being successfully removed and properly disposed of on Guam in 2017.
The Guam ADV Removal Group will be required to meet quarterly to report on the status of Guam’s ADV Removal.
In 90 days, the ADV Removal Group shall negotiate with federal partners, to include the United States Navy, the
Army Corps of Engineers, the United States Coast Guard, the NOAA, the United States Environmental Protection
Agency, and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service toward the goal of entering into a Memorandum of
Understanding to identify, remove and dispose of ADV in outer Apra Harbor, Guam.
“Guam EPA remains committed to protecting our marine environment. We are pleased with the Leon Guerrero
Tenorio administration’s support for this group, and we look forward to working with our local and federal partners
to rid our waters of these ADVs,” said GEPA administrator Walter S. Leon Guerrero.
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